NOTE:  The next meeting will be held October 11th instead of October 4th because of the OCCP Banquet.

Southeast Precinct Advisory Council meeting
September 6th, 2011

Southeast Precinct assembly

The Southeast Precinct Advisory Council met Tuesday, September 6th, 2011 at 6:35 p.m.  Present were:
Marilyn Cech, Deer Park Neighborhood Watch

John McCaul, Leavenworth Neighborhood Association

Rachel Joos, Leavenworth Neighborhood Association

Dorothy Mengedoht, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association

Bill Hanes, Spring Lake Citizen Patrol

Barry and Bev Wells, Home Terrace/Harrison Heights Neighborhood

  Watch

Bud Anderson, Lynch Park Neighborhood Association

Dorothy Anderson, Lynch Park Neighborhood Association

Margaret Rezac, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association

Dorothy Patach, South Omaha Business Association

J. Davidson, Dahlman Neighborhood Association

T. Archer, Spring Lake Neighborhood Association

Jerry Schmitt, Ford Birthsite Neighborhood Association

Duane Brooks, South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance

Helene Elsasser, Hanscom Park Neighborhood Association

Kay Novacek, Deer Park Neighborhood Association

Ofelia Robles, Crime Prevention Specialist, Omaha Police Department

Captain Belcastro-Gonzalez, Omaha Police Department

Melissa Konecky, Recording Secretary, Omaha Police Department

Precinct Update

The flooding is going down and the regular flood meetings are coming to an end.  Parks and trees have been damaged.  The Public Works Department is going to check on the sewer systems.  Silt has built up and needs to be cleaned up.  Public Works may contract out for help so that usual services do not suffer.

Septemberfest went really well.  There were a couple of fights that were quickly stopped.

School has started which means high school football games need the Police Department’s attention.

Shift change resulted in a couple of new sergeants for the Southeast Precinct.  There will be a couple of officers not responding to 911 calls who, instead, will concentrate on trouble spots and will possibly come up with their own plans to fix these trouble spots.  They will be able to call upon other police officers and other departments to help them.

Crime statistics are not too bad this month although property crimes have increased.  There are still burglaries, auto thefts and thefts from motor vehicles near 38th and Dodge but during an operation on August 31st, nine misdemeanor arrests were made in this area as well as citations issued.
There were no gun problems within the last few days although there was another senseless homicide recently.  There have also been felony assaults, including domestic violence, and thefts from motor vehicles (smash and grabs of GPS systems, vehicle registrations and insurance cards).

Thefts of vehicle parts have occurred near 13th and Dorcas and Castelar.

Catalytic converters, purses and gas have been stolen near 40th and Frederick.

Hondas are being stolen downtown and the police have a suspect.  A blonde, white male was seen at UNMC possibly casing vehicles.

Two white males were involved in a vehicle pursuit.  The vehicle was abandoned near 33rd and Mason.   
Stolen trailers have been dumped near 48th and “J” and near 45th and “I” and the police are trying to figure out who in that area could be involved.

Vehicles, copper and tools were stolen on Monday, a holiday, from a City of Omaha facility near 24th and Hickory.

A suspect was arrested three times for burglaries near 13th and Martha.
 There was a burglary in the 800 block of South 35th Avenue.  Two men were arguing in the front yard and it was determined by the victims that a cousin was the suspect.  The victims are not prosecuting.
A domestic violence assault occurred in the 1300 block of Park Avenue on September 5th.

There was an assault and vandalism of a vehicle near 37th and “T” and the police have a suspect.
Someone was cut by another person with a machete near 12th and Martha.  The victim required ten staples.  A suspect was arrested.

Someone was assaulted by a suspect with a sword on the 28th of August near 10th and Jones.

There were two bank robberies this month and also two arrests because of a witness getting a license plate number.  After one of the robberies the money’s dye pack went off.

A suspect told personnel at Bucky’s near 42nd and Grover that their gas pumps needed fixing and the suspect asked for cash.  

A Rexall drug store on 10th Street was robbed of drugs and money.  The suspect may live in the area.

The OCCP has really helped the police a lot.  Witnesses are a big part of how the police solve crimes.

Neighborhood Update

There is an abandoned house near 37th and Castelar and the Wells are going to find the address.
A pickup truck was stolen near 38th and Gordon.

People who have had vehicles stolen can check the Impound Lot to see if they have been recovered.

Soccer players near 39th and Martha are parking in handicapped parking spots illegally, parking near fire hydrants and parking on the grass.  The same vehicle has been seen in this area with totally different plates on different days.  

A PAC member wondered why the police came on a police call but did not follow through with the call and give the offending vehicle a citation.

Reinstallation of three ponds in Spring Lake Park is going to possibly take place with a grant.

Deer Park Neighborhood Association received a $45,000 grant for a graffiti survey with a firm from Los Angeles to come up with a report and a plan for Omaha.

The City of Omaha has grant money available for patrol groups.

Parking by Grace University is less than ideal.  Sometimes vehicles sit for four days without moving.

Spring Lake Neighborhood Association and Citizen Patrol has been concerned with shootings and health problems of its members.

There is an empty house near 18th and “G” that was broken into.  There is also a really loud vehicle near this area that had quieted down for a while but is now getting loud again.

$32,000 of grant money is going to be spent making part of Hanscom Park into a dog park.  The dogs will be segregated by size.

A house in the 1100 block of South 31st Street is being condemned by September 29th.  A lot of people are coming in and out of this house at all times of the day and night.  The house next to it, to the south, is condemned and is being cleaned out.  A PAC member was afraid that the people going in and out of the first house will move a couple of houses down and carry on as usual.  

A pedophile lives in the 1300 block of South 31st Street.

A condemned house in this area is being town down and the owners are being charged for the teardown.  

Apparent transvestites are hanging out near 29th and Poppleton.

Home invasions in the Northwest Precinct were mentioned.  Most of the time, the suspects invading know that there are drugs or money in the home.

Seven and a half acres of ground near 20th and “N” are going to be a community garden.  The Campfire organization planted a garden with grant money and some homeless people in that area are helping with the garden.  It is hoped that community gardens will aid in crime prevention.  Unfortunately some community gardens were vandalized.  

It is important to get people involved in their communities. It is easier when people start getting involved as kids.  

There is speeding occurring along 32nd Avenue, especially from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. although there was a speed trap in the area yesterday morning.

There is a lot of pedestrian traffic near All Nations after 4:00 p.m. and also on 24th Street between Leavenworth and Farnam.

A towing company near 24th and St. Mary’s often has a lot of people just hanging out there.  

A PAC member’s nephew was pick-pocketed near 45th and Leavenworth.  Although this is not a widespread problem there have been problems with stolen credit cards from schools and hospitals.

Captain Belcastro-Gonzalez has a call in to an arson investigator regarding playground equipment fires at St. Agnes and Assumption Schools.

Kayleen Young told a PAC member that graffiti has spiked in the last month and that it is city-wide.  Public Works is trying to keep up with the graffiti.

A PAC member is having trouble with a neighbor on the 2700 block of South 26th Street playing loud music morning, noon and night.

After a Wells Fargo robbery, a suspect was dropping money. 

Upcoming Events

Tickets are on sale at the Northwest Precinct for the annual OCCP Banquet on October 4th.  Tickets are $8 and must be bought by September 28th.

Southeast Precinct’s Meet and Treat will be held at the Southeast Precinct assembly on October 30th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Flyers will be posted in schools.  Last year 200 people attended.  A PAC member donated candy.  Donations and volunteers are needed.

The 10th annual Santa at the Southeast Precinct’s date is uncertain but Ofelia will need a lot of volunteers and food for this event.

Ofelia might organize a Community Education Training Program in October for youth of approximately high school age.  This is a good community outreach and lets the community see police officers as people.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
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